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            President’s Notes 
Nov. 11, 2018 signifies a milestone in military history as we celebrated the 100 year 
anniversary of the declaring of an armistice which ended WW I, the War to End All Wars.   

All the bells in France 
rang out on the 11th hour 
of the 11th day of the 
11th month just as they 
did at the Fredericksburg 
Veterans Parade 
celebrating the 100 year 
anniversary of the peace 
accord. It took until 1938 
to make Armistice Day an 
official holiday. In 1954, 
Congress changed the 
name to Veterans Day to 

honor all veterans of all wars.Your editor had the 
honor to be chosen to speak at two different 
Veterans Day functions. His subject, “Band of 
Brothers”. Most people familiar with that 
expression relate it to the TV series  and movie of 
the same name about an Army Airborne unit 
trapped in the Argonne Forest in the last German 
offensive of WW II called the “Battle of the 
Bulge”. The term was actually used in our first war 
when George Washington gathered the troop at 
Rock Hill just outside Princeton, NJ. on 2 Nov 
1783 to give his farewell address and disband the 
army. Through hardship and famine, limited 
resources and impossible odds a group of 
dissimilar people from all walks of life, from 
different parts of the continent, yet who has seen a 
disciplined army instantly formed from such raw 
material to overcome the greatest military force of 
its time. This army will fade back into being 
citizens but will forever be a Patriotic Band of 
Brothers. Veterans, too, blend back into civilian 
life, working hard, raising families, but will 
forever be a Band of Brothers. 
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G. Washington’s 
Rules of Civility & 
Decent Behavior 

#1 Every action done in 
company ought to be with 
some sign of respect to 
those that are present. 

#8 At play and at fire it is 
good manners to give place 
to the last comer, and affect 
not to speak louder than 
ordinary.  

Poor Richard’s 
Almanac 

131. Early to bed and early 
to rise makes a man healthy, 
wealthy, and wise. 

365. Most of the learning in 
use, is of no great use 

During the Fall. 

Our next meeting is on 13 
Dec and our main event will 
be completing the Public 
Service awards. Join us to 
honor our Public Servants.  
We will have another good 
speaker in Dec. Don’t forget 
essay and Oration in Jan and 
Feb.

The Hightower Recorder 
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SAR Chapter Scouting Program needs you! 
We have monies to support our scouting program. 
Even if you weren’t a scout in your youth, you can 
understand the importance of this program. Join in 
and assist Kris Krueger build our Scout Merit 
Badge and Eagle Scout scholarship program. 

Hello! President Steve Polk 
Greetings! 

With	a	very	successful	Texas	SAR	Board	of	Managers	in	the	
rear	view	mirror,	it	is	time	to	focus	on	the	events	ahead.	Our	
nomination	committee	is	starting	to	focus	on	of@icers	for	
the	2019-2020	chapter	year.		If	you	are	interested	in	
serving	in	any	capacity,	please	let	Tom	Jones,	Joe	Cox	or	me	
know	and	we	will	@ind	the	right	spot	for	you.		

January	will	feature	our	essay	winner,	February	our	oration	
competition	and	George	Washington	Birthday	
Proclamations,	March	our	new	of@icer	induction,	and	April	
our	ROTC	awards.		Each	meeting	will	include	a	speaker	so	
bring	your	bride	and	enjoy	a	night	out.		

Finally,	let	me	wish	each	of	you	a	very	Merry	Christmas	and	
a	safe,	healthy	and	prosperous	new	year.		You	are	patriots	
all.	

Warmest regards, 
Steve

When the Chapter benefits, all its members benefit!
December	culminates	a	busy	year	for	the	
William	Hightower	Chapter	of	the	TX	Society	of	
the	Sons	of	the	American	Revolution.	One	of	the	
@inal	goals	is	to	accumulate	all	the	we	have	do	to	
promote	our	patriotic	goals	and	record	them	in	
our	annual	reports	to	the	state	and	national	
organizations.	We	need	your	help.	If	you	visited	
a	veteran	in	the	hospital,	attended	their	funeral,	
or	reached	out	to	them	in	some	way	as	an	SAR	
member,	we	need	to	know.	If	to	attended	a	DAR	
or	CAR	activity	as	an	SAR	member,	we	need	to	
know.	Please	send	an	email	to	our	historian	-	
stu_hoyt@yahoo.com	before	13	Dec,	if	possible.	
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We Need You! 

Uncle SAR needs you! It’s time to 
step forward. In the last few 
months we still need:  

• The Orations Chairman 

• The Essay Chairman 

• The Publicity Chairman 

Others are covering these 
positions temporarily in addition 
to their other responsibilities. In 
short, we need you to come along 
side and take up the slack. Stand 
proud that you stepped up to 
serve your chapter in a time of 
need. Some have, what about 
you. Every little bit helps. Thank 
you! 

We also need your help to 
enhance this newsletter. If you 
have an article or an item of 
interest to the chapter, send it to 
the chapter president or the 
newsletter editor. We are 
attempting to redesign our 
newsletter. Our goal is to make it 
interesting and keep you 
informed.  

In order for a team to function, as 
such, each member must be part 
of the motion.

mailto:stu_hoyt@yahoo.com
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What happened at the November Meeting

November is our month to recognize our public servant in the five county area 
surrounding our chapter in New Braunfels. Due to the excessive rains and severe 
flooding we could only have three of the five awardees present at our meeting to the 
receive the awards. The last two will be done in December. In the top left photo, the 
color Guard stands with the awardees. from left to right are: Blair Rudy, Peter Baron 
( San Antonio Chapter and our speaker for the evening) James Pierce (NBFD 
Fireman of the Year), David Alcantar (TX DPS Heroism Awards), Kurt McWinney 
(TX DPS Law Enforcement of the Year), Lou Colantoni (Chairman of the Public 
Service Committee), Stu Hoyt, and John Booth. Vice President Tom Jones was asked 
to speak on his Patriot Ancestor, William Powell, a Quaker. Peter Baron was our 
guest speaker and he shared some information regarding the Continental Line. He 
brought some of his collection of uniforms and equipment to share stories of its 
purpose and use. Pres. Polk presented him with a Challenge Coin. Below. Members 
of one New Braunfels Fire Station came to support their man.
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Other Events During November

Stu Hoyt of our chapter and a member of the speaker’s bureau was asked to speak at two Veterans 
Day events and speak on Veterans from the American Revolution to the present day. He titled his 
talk “Band of Brothers” from George Washington’s Farewell Address to his troop outside of 
Princeton, NJ on 2 Nov 1783. the first talk was on 5 Nov. at San Marcos High School for the JROTC 
celebration of Veterans Day. Special recognition was given to our oldest Color Guard Veteran, Don 
Chandler who is 94 and served in New Guinea during WW II. Following the talk and the retiring of 
the colors ceremony by the San Marcos JROTC Color Guard, Chapter Vice-Pres. Tom Jones came up 
to present the Detachment Commander Major Williams with an SAR Flag Certificate. Top right are 
Stu Hoyt, Maj. Williams, Tom Jones and Stan Trull. We finished the eventing with a group photo with 
the TX SAR Color Guard and the San Marcos JROTC Cadets joined by local VFW Veterans. Left to 
right are Stu Hoyt, Tom Jones, John Booth, Stan trull, Don Chandler, and Jim Clements from the 
Patrick Henry Chapter. Photos of the talk to Veterans at Seton Medical Center on 12 Nov were not 
available at the time of publication of this newsletter.
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Veterans Day 100th Anniversary Parade in Fredericksburg, TX

The TX SAR Color Guard came out to support the 100th Anniversary Celebration Parade held in 
Fredericksburg, TX home of the Nimitz Museum. Back in 1918, it was declared Armistice Day and 
changed to Veterans Day in 1954 to support all Veterans. On the 11th hour of the 11th day, of the 11th 
month all the bells in Fredericksburg rang out to recognize this special event. The TX SAT 
represented veterans from the American Revolution. We had 35 members representing 10 chapters in 
the state society plus DAR and CAR members. Flags were flying and muskets gleaming. The William 
Hightower float carried many SAR, DAR, and CAR members who chose not to march. The Boerne 
Chapter had a boat on a trailer to depict Washington’s crossing the Delaware. Overall there were fifty 
units representing all veterans of all wars.
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Early December Events

We need to cover some events of early December before the publication went to press. Two events 
occurred on the 1st of December. We were invited to the San Antonio DAR Christmas Luncheon, so 
Pres. Steve Polk along with his wife Henrietta attended accompanied by Joe and Helen Cox. Stu Hoyt, 
as TX SAR Color Guard Commander headed to Galveston with Jim Clements of the Patrick Henry 
Chapter. Above San Antonio Regent Lauren Walthour presents a 50 Year membership Certificate to 
“Tookie” Walthall as Pres. Steve Polk looks on. Below left to right kneeling: Tom Jackson, TX SAR 
State Pres., Gene Shaner, Jim Clements, and Larry Tidwell. Left to right standing: Robert Means, Bill 
Wheatley, Bob Jordan, Bill Adriance, John Hamlin, Stu Hoyt, TX SAR CG Comm., Bill Mayo, Pete 
Lenes, Steve Tell and Hugh Ferguson. Most members were from the Bernado de Galvez Chapter, the 
oldest in the state society.  Top right: Steve and Henrietta at the DAR Luncheon in San Antonio



TX SAR William Hightower Chapter #35 Dec 7, 2018

Page �7

List of Vendors for Uniforms and Equipment 

Clothing 
C & D Jarnagin  http://www.jarnaginco.com/ 
G. Gedney Godwin  http://gggodwin.com/ 
James Townsend  http://jas-townsend.com/ or www.townsends.us 
Smoke & Fire   http://www.smoke-fire.com/Default.htm 
Smiling Fox Forge  http://www.smilingfoxforgellc.com/index.asp 
American Heritage Clothing http://www.colonialuniforms.com/ 
Quartermaster General http://www.thequartermastergeneral.com/ 
Village Green Clothier http://villagegreenclothier.com/welcome.html 
Cooperstown Trading Post http://cooperstowntradingpost.com/ 
Thread Bare Stitchery  http://threadbarestitchery.com/ 
Crazy Cow Trading Co. http://www.crazycrow.com/onlinestore 
Avalon Forge   http://home.comcast.net/~avalonforge/
index.html 
C&C Sutlery   http://www.ccsutlery.com/store/ccsutlery.html 
Mill Creek Mercantile  http://www.milkcreek.com/shop/ 
Colonial Williamsburg https://www.williamsburgmarketplace.com/ 

Patterns 
Harper House   http://www.longago.com/ 
J. P. Ryan   http://jpryan.com/ 
Rocking Horse Farm  http://rockinghorse-farm.com/?mainURL=/store/
category/8n20/Colonial.html 
Old Time Patterns  http://www.oldtimepatterns.com/PP041.html 
Burnley & Trowbridge http://www.burnleyandtrowbridge.com/
index.aspx 

Fabric 
Carolina Calicoes  http://www.carolinacalicoes.com/ 
Trim Fabric   http://www.trimfabric.com/index.html 
Wm. Booth Draper  http://www.wmboothdraper.com/ 

Fur Hat 
F & T Fur Trading Post http://www.fntpost.com/index.php?page=62 

Buttons and other things 
Roy and Debra Najecki http://www.najecki.com/repro/reproindex.html 

Weapons 
Veteran Arms   http://www.veteranarms.com/
ReproductionMuzzleloadersandFlintlocks/Veteran-Arms-LLC.html 
Middlesex Village Trading http://www.middlesexvillagetrading.com/ 
Guns and Swords  http://www.gunsandswords.com/ 
The Possible Shop  http://possibleshop.com/rifle-kit.html 
Cash Manufacturing Co. http://www.tdcmfg.com/about.php 
Cherry’s   http://www.cherrys.com/ped_prep.htm 
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