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www.nbsar.net 
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www.facebook.com/SARNewBraunfels 

In this Issue... 

Interested in a story? Find it with the 
bookmarks. Click on this symbol to the left 

in Adobe Acrobat:  
 

This Month in the American Revolution 

The Occupation of Boston 
by Kris Krueger 

 
The townspeople had known they were coming for days. 

As intended, it was an epic site to behold on that Saturday after-
noon. On October 1, 1768, 1,200 troops from the 14th Regiment of 
Foot, 29th Regiment of Foot, and an artillery detachment disem-
barked from Royal Navy ships in Boston Harbor. The soldiers 
marched down the Long Wharf and through town. The British Ar-
my made a spectacle of it for every Bostonian to see. Boston was 
now an occupied city. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A few weeks later, another 800 Red Coats arrived, bringing 
the total force to 2,000. In 1768, the population of Boston was 
about 15,500. Of those, 3,000 were military age men. The British 
Army instantly grew that group by 60% generating tensions. By 
Summer 1769, the British added another 2,000 troops from the 
64th and 65th Regiments. 

The British expected this show of force, strong military 
presence, and demonstration of authority would quell growing 
unrest, protests, and violence.  
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Message from Chapter President Tom Jones 
Our Chapter got off to a good start to establish our upcoming monthly meetings 

and activities to fulfill our obligations to our Patriots. 
First, we are back to the Granzins Bar for our monthly meeting after many 

months of having our meetings on Zoom. It was great to see and socialize with our fel-
low Compatriots in a very nice room and talk about our future programs. Our most 
interested conversation involved the need to get a PA system. The members discussed 
and approved that the Chapter pursue a PA system. It did not take long until one of our members donated 
a PA system. It will be used at our next meeting. In addition to upgrading our vocal presentations, it also 
allows us to play music. We will be able to play our National Anthem at our meeting.  

Secondly, we are now displaying the Colonial attire that some members either donated and sold to 
our Chapter.  For those that are interested in getting Colonial attire please come and see if we have one that 
you would like. The prices are reasonable, and the money is donated to our Youth Awards Program. Come 
in and see if we have something you would like to buy. We have several activities coming up where you 
might want to wear this attire and hopefully you will find it in our clothing. Also, we will continue to take 
orders for our Chapter shirts. 

We have several events coming up that I am sure you would like to participate in. The details are in 
another part of our Newsletter and will be discussed at our meetings: 

1. I will give a review of our participation in the New Braunfels Folk Fest on October 9 and 10. We 
have been invited back to the April 2022 Folk Fest. This is a great opportunity for our Chapter. 
Our poster displays will be shown at our meeting. Based on Folk Fest’s attendance calculations 
from previous years, they may have over 4,000 people attending.  

2. On November 6, 2021, we will participate in the New Braunfels Veterans Day Parade. In addition 
to our normal parade activity our Chapter’s Color Guard will lead the Parade to properly respect 
the Patriots that became our Nation’s First Veterans. Our contingent with Cliff’s wagon will be in 
another part of the parade. Let us show respect for our veterans that have defended our great na-
tion and the freedoms we have. 

3. On December 9, 2021, we will have our Holiday Dinner. Information has been sent to all mem-
bers. Come and help us enjoy our Holiday activities. Please make arrangements for your family. 

We need to thank Joe Cox for arranging our guest speaker, Mr. Peter “Pete” Thomas Baron. for our 
meeting this month.  His topic will be “Forging a Nation: The Continental Army.” Mr. Baron has been a 
guest speaker before, and we welcome him back. 

I look forward to seeing you at our meeting. Your wives and other members of your family are al-
ways welcome. 
 
Tom Jones, President 
William Hightower Chapter 
Sons of the American Revolution 

Washington’s Rules of Civility 
Rule 6 

 
Sleep not when others Speak, Sit not 
when others stand, Speak not when 
you Should hold your Peace, walk 
not on when others Stop. 

Hey Compatriot,  
Got your shirt yet?  
Yes! Great, hope to see you in 
it at our next meeting!  
No? What are you waiting 
for? Contact Tom today. Shirts 
get us recognized and support 
our scholarships! 
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William Hightower Compatriot Recognized for Heroism 

by Kris Krueger 
 

What makes a hero? I am pretty sure it is not a cape, costume, or much of anything 
on the outside. It has everything to do with what’s on the inside. It is setting aside one’s 
own fears. It is stepping forward to put the needs of others ahead of yourself, even when 
others may not know what they need. The Chapter is recognizing a hero amongst us this 
month. 

Compatriot Evan Blauvelt just happens to have a day job as a Sergeant in the Unit-
ed States Army. You might think that would be cause for some interservice rivalry with 
his dad, our very own Senior Master Sergeant Ed Blauvelt, United States Air Force 
(Retired), but you would be wrong. Seldom do you find such a proud father. Not just for 
Evan’s chosen profession, but for the leader and the man Evan has become. In January, 
Evan had the opportunity to show it. 

While stationed at Fort Riley, Kansas, Evan saved the life of another Soldier by sav-
ing her from committing suicide. He had served as a mentor to the Soldier based on mutu-

al American Indian heritages. The Soldier had been 
grieving from her grandfather’s death, which oc-
curred while she was deployed. Her grief became 
overwhelming, and she chose to end her life.  
She called Evan to thank him for his work with her 
and told him her intentions. Evan acted instantly. He 
identified her location by tracking her phone, imme-
diately made his way to her location, while simulta-
neously contacting emergency services and the Sol-
dier’s chain of command.  
Evan was the first to arrive and actively prevented 
the Soldier from hurting herself. She is now receiv-
ing assistance to overcome her grief and loss in the 
long term. Evan demonstrated initiative, resource-
fulness, and untiring effort to save the life of anoth-
er. His sound judgement and effective leadership not 
only immediately saved her life but allowed her to 
receive the long-term assistance she needed. His ex-
emplary meritorious conduct did more than stop a 

single tragedy, it prevented extended suffering within her family and the Army. 
Evan’s actions came at a profound time for the military. In June 2021, Brown University’s Watson 

Institute published a study of suicide amongst service members and veterans. The study focused on those 
who served during the Global War on Terrorism. Using Department of Defense data and reports, the study 
estimates 30,177 service members and veterans of that war committed suicide between September 11, 2001, 
and the study. During the same time, 7,057 service members died in the war’s military operations.  

The study also found suicide rates amongst service members and veterans now outpace those with-
in the general population. Historically, service member suicide rates were well below the general popula-
tion. It is a disturbing trend the Department of Defense is trying to understand and reverse.  

Brown University’s research only spotlights how important Evan’s act of heroism is for his fellow 
Soldiers, families, and the service. He did not just prevent an individual tragedy; he helped the entire Fort 
Riley community. We take pride in recognizing Evan for his heroism with the SAR Life Saving Medal. 

Chapter Vice President Ed Blauvelt will be visiting Evan on October 21. The award will be presented 
to Evan then. Ed will carry the thanks of a grateful Chapter and Society with him as we recognize Evan. 

Compatriot Evan Blauvelt, Sergeant, United States Army, train-

ing as part of the Opposition Force. Sergeant Blauvelt is cur-

rently stationed at Fort Riley, Kansas, where he will be present-

ed the SAR Life Saving Medal on October 21. 
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I Love a Parade! 

A Fall parade. Who does not like the cool, crisp air? Patriotic crowds cheering and waiving. The cheers. 
The music. The marching... The moment the whole community comes together just for a little while and 
remembers this is the Greatest Nation on the Earth because of so many who answered the call to protect it. 
On November 6, the William Hightower Chapter will be marching in the New Braunfels Veterans Parade. 
Mark your calendars now. And yes, that’s a Saturday. 

We will be representing America’s First Veterans, our Patriot Ancestors. They brought us our freedom 
and set the example for all the veterans that followed. We have learned that we will also receive the honor 
of carrying the colors to lead the parade. 

We will have our trailer in the parade, too. Be prepared to come out and help us recognize the veterans 
that started it all. Wear your Colonial Uniform. Don’t have one? Wear your period clothing? Don’t have 
any? Wear your Chapter shirt. Step off is at 8:30 a.m. We will have more details soon... 

The William Hightower Chapter has 
plenty of experience with parades! Join 
us November 6 for the New Braunfels 
Veterans Parade. Help us Honor our 
Countries First Veterans! 

Stu Hoyt at the 
Austin Veterans 
Parade in 2016 

Chapter Compatriots at the Fredericks-
burg Veterans Day Parade in 2018 

Compatriots at the New 
Braunfels 4th of July Parade in  
2021 
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The Occupation of Boston 
Continued from page 1 
 

The occupation was a disaster. It did much more to push all 13 Colonies closer to war than it ever did to 
quiet Boston. 

Bostonians despised the arrival of troops. Boston was the hotbed of protest dating back to 1764’s 
Sugar Act. The problem was Boston was not limited to protest; the city had devolved into mob violence.  

The troops had been ordered to Boston at the request of Massachusetts Bay Governor Frances Ber-
nard. Governor Bernard feared he had lost control of the city. His assessment was accurate. Protesting the 
Townshend Acts and a smuggling incident with John Hancock’s sloop Liberty pushed the Governor over 
the edge. 

The Townshend Acts were a series of laws passed by Parliament to do two things. First, they would 
bring in desperately needed revenue. Second, they would remind the American Colonies that Parliament 
made the rules. Neither happened. The Townshend Acts proved to be just more bad decisions steering the 
Colonies away from the mother country. Occupying Boston with thousands of red coats was just another 
step in the wrong direction. 

The Army stumbled from the first day. They were seeking billeting for the thousand soldiers. Con-
trary to popular belief, the Quartering Act of 1765 did not allow the British Army to take over private 
homes. In fact, the Army had to use existing military barracks first. Boston’s leaders knew that and used 
the letter of the law to their fullest advantage. 

Town leaders refused to provide housing because barracks were available. The barracks were three 
miles away on an island and in terrible disrepair, but they were still there. The barracks plan had the bonus 
of making it impossible to successfully occupy Boston. The Army refused. 

The British Army found an abandoned warehouse to use. The 
Manufactory House was a two-story failed business. While it was aban-
doned by the business it was occupied by squatting families. The British 
Army asked those living in the Manufactory House to leave. The occu-
pants refused, bolted the door, and the British Army tried surrounding 
the building to starve them out. It did not work.  

Families were living in the Manufactory House. Within a day, 
children were crying from hunger out the windows. Several Bostonians 
tried to feed the families inside by throwing bread through the open 
windows. British soldiers assaulted some of them. This incident became 
an embarrassment to the Army and led to them abandoning the Manu-
factory House and encamping on Boston Common in tents. 

It was easy for British officers to mingle into Boston society. British enlisted soldiers did not fair as 
well. Most enlisted soldiers came from poverty. Enlisted were poorly paid and brutally disciplined. Pun-
ishments were harsh and in public. Whippings, beatings, and worse were put on display on Boston Com-
mon, the city’s public park. The public displays of punishment further alienated Bostonians, who were al-
ready weary of any standing army. 

Enlisted soldiers often sought part-time work when off duty. This put them in competition with Bos-
tonians for day labor jobs. This intensified the pressure between the Army and the city. 

British soldiers knew the American Colonies were a haven for second chances and took advantage. 
The British units experienced their highest rates of desertion during the Boston occupation, as many desert-
ed into the countryside. Soldiers were posted at the roads going out of town and everyone leaving was 
searched and questioned about deserters. The invasive searches, and lack of courtesy that often came with 
them, inflamed Bostonians.  

When deserters were caught, punishments inflicted reviled Boston’s citizens. This included the 
death penalty, and some deserters were made examples.  
 
Continued on page 8 

How Do We Know What Happened? 
 
Boston’s 1768 occupation was well 
documented by the Bostonians them-
selves. Bostonians published the daily 
events in The Journal of the Times. It 
was a daily “blotter” of the Army’s 
offenses against Boston. We know it 
was biased against the Army, but the 
stories are not fake, only exaggerated 
ones. You can find The Journal of the 
Times on the Internet for free at this 
link. 

https://archive.org/details/bostonundermilit00dick/page/n3/mode/2up
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Cheerleaders, Spaghetti Westerns, and Colonial Finance 
by Kris Krueger 

 

This story begins in 1492. Christopher Columbus, under the flag of Spain, set sail for a faster route to 
Asia seeking profit in the spice trade. He landed in the Bahamas on October 12, 1492. Not finding a spice 
route, Spain still wanted to make a profit from the trip. It did not take long before that profit meant search-
ing for gold. They never found cities of gold; the Spanish found silver. 

The Spanish found lots of silver. Mining operations started almost overnight. Once taken out of the 
ground, the silver had to be measured, moved, stored, and tradable. By the 1530s, Spain was minting silver 
and gold into coins. 

Countries during this period produced coins with specific amounts of silver or gold for use in for-
eign and domestic trade. Governments and merchants established coin values from different countries by 
how much silver or gold was in the coins. Colonial Spanish silver coins were popular worldwide for trade.  

Silver coins was in the denomination of reales, meaning “royal.” Coins of several denominations 
were made, with the most common being eight reales. By the mid-1700s, the 8-Real coin was known as the 
Spanish Dollar in the English-speaking world and the Peso in the Spanish-speaking. The Spanish Dollar 
became the dominant currency throughout the American Colonies long before the American Revolution 
began. 

The coin was known for its consistency in minting. In 1772, coins officially had over 24 grams of sil-
ver content and were machine minted. The high quality and large silver content led to 
coins being cut into 8 equal pie pieces. The Spanish Dollar became known as the “Piece of 
8.” These eight pieces, or bits, were legal money across the American Colonies.  
When it was time to create its own denomination of money, the United States Congress 
went to the most popular coin for inspiration: the Spanish Dollar. Congress fixed the val-
ue of the United States Dollar to the value of the Spanish Dollar. The 
Spanish Dollar and its bits remained legal money in the United States 
until the Coinage Act of 1857. It is even rumored the original design 
of the dollar symbol with 2 lines was inspired by the reverse image of 

the Spanish Dollar. 
Have you ever wondered how a quarter got the nickname “2 bits”? It comes 

from cutting a Spanish Dollar into 8 equal pie pieces and using each piece as money. A 
“quarter” of the coin was 2 pieces, or bits. A quarter of a Spanish dollar was “2 bits.” In 
fact, Congress chose a 25-cent coin, or quarter dollar, instead of a 20-cent coin because 

Americans were so familiar with counting money using the Pieces 
of 8. 
What does this have to do with spaghetti westerns? Remember those Sergio Leone 
classics, usually starring a quiet Clint Eastwood? His character did not have much dia-
logue, but the movie needed a way to move the plot along. The movies got characters 
talking with a question, “How much for something?”. And the response was always 
“two bits.” There it is. A key plot device of the spaghetti western brought to you by the 
American Colonies! 
What about the cheerleaders? A connection was promised. Perhaps you remember 

cheerleaders at your school, or maybe your own children, practicing cheer routines for the big game: “two 
bits, four bits, six bits, a dollar...” And there my friends, is the rest of the story. 

Spanish 8-Real 
Coin, 1776 minting, 

obverse 

Spanish 8-Real Coin, 
1776 minting, reverse. 
Notice the 2 Pillars of 

Hercules design. 

1755 Spanish 8-Real 
Coin in “bits” 

King Carlos III of Spain provided millions of dollars in silver, needed supplies, and expanded 
the war in the South through General Galvez’s exploits. All to help the Patriot Cause. You can 
help keep that legacy alive today. Help us tell the story of our Patriot Ancestors, promote patriot-
ism, and teach the history of this great nation. Keep your membership in the SAR. It is time to 
pay dues for 2022. You can pay safely online. Just go to https://www.txssar.org/dues.htm.  

https://www.txssar.org/dues.htm
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Come See Us at Folk Fest 
 

The New Braunfels Folk Fest is Saturday, October 9, 
and Sunday, October 10, from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. each 
day. Folk Fest is a weekend celebration honoring early Tex-
as in living history. Located at New Braunfels Heritage Vil-
lage (1370 Church Hill Dr., New Braunfels), the festival 
honors the early pioneers that made Texas great. The Wil-
liam Hightower Chapter will be at Folk Fest, returning to 
the event after several years.  

The Chapter will be inside the historic Solms School. We are very excited to be in this space. Folk 
Fest will be the reopening the building Folk Fest weekend after some significant renovations, including a 
new store for visitors. See the map below for more details. 

We will have four areas within our space. The first area is a table showcasing the Chapter and the 
things we do in the community. The second area is another table with a Revolutionary War display. The 
third space is going to be an opportunity for visitors to learn more about tracing their ancestors to the 
American Revolution, specifically working with the Patriot Research System (PRS). The fourth area is a 
photo booth where parents can take a picture of the kids in regimental coat, tricorn hat, and musket. 

It’s never too late to help out. Come on down! If you would like to volunteer, contact Tom Jones at 
tomandbet@aol.com. If you’ve already volunteered to help, we are all looking forward toward some fun, 
fellowship, and sharing the stories of our Patriot Ancestors. If you are visiting Folk Fest for the chance to 
get out and see a little history, be sure to come by and say hello. 

mailto:tomandbet@aol.com
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It’s Time to Pay Dues for 2022! 
 

Secretary of the Treasury Alexander Hamilton wants to make sure you take care of your 
dues for 2022! Your dues help support our scholarship programs and keep the Chapter run-
ning. You can pay safely online. Just go to https://www.txssar.org/dues.htm.  
 
Help us accomplish our patriotic, educational, and historical missions of keeping the ideals 
of the American Revolution that gave birth to this Great Nation alive! 

The Occupation of Boston 
Continued from page 5 
 

They were hanged and the rest of the unit was paraded by the dead body as a warning. All was done on 
the Common in full view of the city. 

British soldiers did not treat Bostonians with much respect, almost as if they were an enemy that 
needed to be crushed. Reports of soldiers attacking Bostonians, especially women, were not uncommon. 
Even though many incidents were probably exaggerated, they happened repeatedly.  

The soldiers also brought other societal ills to Boston. A wave of prostitution and excessive drinking 
followed the arrival of the Army. Prostitution was not new to Boston but was always kept quiet. This is al-
so at a time when excessive drinking was a relative term. The socially acceptable amount of drinking dur-
ing the 1760s would probably put NFL linemen under the table today, and average Bostonians vilified red 
coats for their excesses. It was not uncommon for soldiers’ forays for drink and companionship to devolve 
into confrontation and fist fights with locals. Complaints to officers and commanders often went unheeded.  

The occupation was intended to quell the vio-
lence and bring Boston under control. It failed. The 
show of force intended to quiet Boston only acceler-
ated crisis. The British moved the 64th and 65th Reg-
iments out of Boston in 1769 hoping to relieve ten-
sions, but catastrophe came soon enough.  

On March 5, 1770, a confrontation between 
British soldiers of the 29th Regiment and Bostonians 
erupted into gun fire. A tense standoff between citi-
zens and a group of soldiers escalated, thanks to 
both sides. Eventually, a British soldier fired his 
musket leading the other soldiers to fire into a crowd 
that carried no firearms. We know this today as the 
Boston Massacre. The British soon moved all troops 
out of Boston in response. The Boston Massacre was 
the final spark lighting a fuse that led straight to a 
powder keg. 

The British occupation of Boston was doomed 
from the beginning. The failure was brought on by 
underestimating the population of Boston and misin-
terpreting the political situation that drove protests 
and riots in the city. The most powerful country in 
the world with the strongest army thought power 
and strength were the solution to this problem. Even when cooler heads on both sides attempted to find 
solutions to avoid violence, they never got far. What would have happened if those cooler heads had...? 

The Bloody Massacre by Paul Revere, 1770 

https://www.txssar.org/dues.htm
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Happy Birthday to our Compatriots 
And Remembering our Patriot Ancestors 

Happy Birthday, Compatriots 

Mike Pryor, October 2 
Joe Cox, October 6 
Cleburne Matthews III, October 6 
Charles Motz IV, October 17 
Wendell Cox, October 25 
 

Remembering our Patriot Ancestors 

Isaac Allen, patriot ancestor of Lou Colan-
toni, 10/17/1719 

HEAR YE! HEAR YE! 

Compatriot Society Anniversaries 

October 

Thank you for your continued service to 

our Society and your dedication to pro-

moting patriotism, preserving American 

history, and promoting education to future 

generations 

Chris Baker, 19 years 
Chance Farmer, 9 years 
Robert Howard, 2 years 
Harold Krueger, Sr., 1 year 

From the Awards Committee... 
 
The Sons of the American Revolution offers several recognitions you may qualify for. The Chapter is una-
ble to budget for these awards, but they can still be earned by qualifying Compatriots. They include a med-
al or pin and a certificate. Here is a look at several awards you may qualify for. 
 
1. War Service Medal. Awarded to Compatriots for honorable service with the Armed Forces or an ally 

against a common enemy in a recognized war or action. 
2. Military Service Medal. Awarded to Compatriots for military service that does not qualify for the War 

Service Medal. 
3. Bronze Good Citizenship Medal. Awarded to Compatriots for noteworthy achievements to their com-

munity in at least 4 leadership capacities, or by some outstanding achievement in the community.  
4. Service Awards. Lapel pins awarded for years of service to the SAR in 5-year increments, beginning 

with 5 years. If you have an anniversary in one of these years, you qualify for a service award. 
 
If you are interested, please see Chapter Secretary Kris Krueger who can help you process the award and 
assist with your recognition at a Chapter meeting. Kris can assist with verifying your qualifications, order-
ing the awards, and completing the certificates for presentation at a Chapter meeting. The Chapter always 
looks forward to recognizing our Compatriots for their service. 

Compatriot, You earned it!  

Get Recognized Today! 
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October in the William Hightower Chapter 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 
Chapter 
Meeting 

15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

Happening this Month 

October 7-10: Texas State Society Board of Managers Meeting, Webster 
October 9-10: New Braunfels Folk Fest, Heritage Village, New Braunfels, 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. each day 
October 14: Chapter Meeting, Granzins BBQ, New Braunfels, Social Hour: 5:30 p.m., Business: 6:30 p.m. 
 

Historical Anniversaries 

October 1, 1768: British soldiers arrive in Boston to enforce compliance with new regulations. The 14th and 
29th Regiments, a detachment from the 59th Regiment, and with two pieces of artillery landed on the Long 
Wharf  
October 7, 1777: Second Battle of Saratoga (Bemis Heights) New York, Arnold defeats British again 
October 7, 1780: Intimidating British tactics backfire as swarms of riled frontiersmen annihilate Patrick Fer-
guson’s tory force at the Battle of Kings Mountain, South Carolina 
October 13, 1775: Continental Congress authorizes the Continental Navy 
October 19, 1781: Cornwallis surrenders at Yorktown along with his full contingent of 8,000 troops, mark-
ing the beginning of the end for the British 
October 26, 1774: End of the First Continental Congress 
October 26, 1774: Anniversary of the Minute Men. The Massachusetts Provincial Congress recommends the 
militia form 1/3 of each town’s militia to be available on a moment’s notice.  
 

Fall Board of Managers 

Fall BOM 

Folk Fest 

Folk Fest 

Boston  
Occupation 

1st Continental 
Congress Ends 

US Navy 

2nd Saratoga 

Kings Mountain 

Yorktown Ends 
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November in the William Hightower Chapter 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 
Veterans Day  
Parade New 

Braunfels 

7 8 9 10 11 
Chapter 
Meeting 

12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 
 

19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     

Happening this Month 

November 6: Veterans Day Parade, New Braunfels 
November 11: Veterans Day 
November 11: Chapter Meeting, Granzins BBQ, New Braunfels, Social Hour: 5:30 p.m., Business: 6:30 p.m. 
November 25: Thanksgiving Day 
November 26: Native American Heritage Day 

Historical Anniversaries 

November 2, 1783: Washington issues his farewell address to the “Armies of the United States.” 
November 5, 1781: The Netherlands extends the first of four crucial loans to the United States.  
November 7, 1775: King George III rejects Olive Branch Petition. The petition was adopted by the Second 
Continental Congress on July 5, 1775, and signed on July 8 in a final attempt to avoid war between Great 
Britain and the Colonies. 
November 10, 1775: Congress establishes the Continental Marines. 
November 10, 1782: The last battle of the American Revolution. George Rogers Clark attacks Shawnee town 
of Chillicothe (Ohio).  
November 15, 1777: The Articles of Confederation were adopted by the Continental Congress in York, 
Pennsylvania. 
November 25, 1783: British evacuate New York 
November 30, 1782: American and British ministers agree upon a preliminary peace treaty. The Treaty of 
Paris guaranteeing independence would be signed 10 months later, September 3, 1783. 
 

US Marines 

Washington’s 
Farewell 

Olive Branch 
Rejected 

Revolution’s 
Last Battle 

Articles of 
Confederation 

British Leave 
New York 

Closing in on 
Peace 

Thanksgiving 
Native American 

Heritage Day 
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William Hightower Chapter 

Texas Society, Sons of the American Revolution 

 

Meeting Agenda 
October 14, 2021 

Social Hour: 5:30 p.m. Business: 6:30 p.m. 
Granzin Bar-B-Q, New Braunfels 

 
I. Invocation – Don Chandler 
II. Pledges to the Flags – Tom Jones 

a. Pledge of Allegiance 
b. Texas State Pledge 
c. SAR Pledge 

I. Introduction of Guests – Tom Jones 
II. President’s Welcome and Comments – Tom Jones 
III. Forging a Nation: The Continental Army—Peter Barron 
IV. Next Meeting – Tom Jones 

November 11, 2021, Social Hour 5:30 p.m., Business 6:30 p.m. 
Granzin Bar-B-Q, New Braunfels 

I. Benediction – Don Chandler 
II. SAR Recessional – Tom Jones 
 
PLEASE NOTE: While it is not required, Granzin Bar-B-Q has asked that we wear masks and maintain so-
cial distancing as we can. 
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Meet Our Guest Speaker 
 

Our guest speaker on Thursday, October 14, will be Mr. Peter Thomas Baron, 
Jr. His topic for the evening is “Forging a Nation: The Continental Army.”  
Peter Baron is an avid historian and genealogist. He has memberships in nu-
merous genealogical, historical, and lineage societies. He holds officer posi-
tions in several organizations. As a SAR Genealogical Assistant and chairman 
of Texas "Operation Ancestor Search," Peter has assisted hundreds of wound-
ed Soldiers to prove their family histories. Peter serves on the Medina County 
Historical Commission as State Historical Marker Chairman. He is an active 
lecturer on the American Revolution and the Colonial Period. Peter received 
his Eagle Scout in 1993. Peter earned a degree in biology from Texas A&M 
University. He has written two books on his family history and has an exten-
sive library. Peter is currently a Paramedic Fire Lieutenant with the San Anto-
nio Fire Department stationed on Ladder 2. 
Peter is the current Texas Society Vice President for District 3 . He is a Past 
Chapter President of the San Antonio Chapter and Patriot Medal recipient. 

Some of his other offices include: 
Past Genealogist & Registrar, Order of Founders of North America 
Genealogist, Texas Society, Military Order of the Stars and Bars 
Past State President of the Texas Society, Sons of the Revolution 
Past Regimental Commander, Texas, Descendants of Washington's Army 
Past Governor, San Antonio Company, Jamestowne Society 
Past Vice-Governor, Texas, Order of Founders and Patriots 
Past Commander, Medina Valley Grays, Sons of Confederate Veterans 
Past Senior Advisor, Denny Anderson Society, CAR 
 
We are looking forward to his presentation. Come in early at 5:30 for the social hour and stay for a 

great evening. 

Stand Your Ground 
By Don Troiani 

 

The Lexington Company of Militia meet 
the British at Lexington, April 19, 1775 
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William Hightower Chapter Leadership 
2021-2022 

Officers 
President Tom Jones 
Vice President Ed Blauvelt 
Secretary Kris Krueger 
Treasurer Stan Trull 
Registrar Robert Duckworth 
Chaplain Don Chandler 
Historian Open 
Parliamentarian Joe Cox 
Sergeant at Arms Robert Duckworth 
Past President Steve Polk 
Webmaster Will Moravits 
Newsletter Editor Kris Krueger 

Committee Chairs 
Color Guard: Blair Rudy 
Flag Awards: Tom Jones 
Finance & Budget: Stan Trull 
Fund Raising: Steve Polk  
George Washington Proclamations: Joe Cox 
Grave Marking: Open 
Medals, Awards & Citations: Kris Krueger 
Public Events: Patrick Hollis 
Public Service Awards: Will Moravits 
Publicity & Media: Will Moravits 
ROTC & CAP: Tom Jones 
Scouting: Kris Krueger 
Youth Awards & Contests: Will Moravits  

About Us 
 
The William Hightower Chapter is the New Braunfels-based chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution. We are 
a male genealogical society dedicated to promoting patriotism, preserving American history, and promoting educa-
tion to our future generations. Please feel free to join us the 2nd Thursday of each month September through May at 
Granzin Bar-B-Q, 660 West San Antonio Street, New Braunfels. Social hour begins at 5:30 p.m. and business at 6:30 
p.m. Come join us for social hour at 5:30 p.m.! 
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