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This Month in the American Revolution
Two Treaties Shaped the American Revolution
By Kris Krueger

Two treaties signed in February, though 15 years apart, had
the greatest impact on the American Revolution. One set the stage
for the war. The other set the stage for victory.
The Treaty of Paris (1763)
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The 1763 Treaty of Paris ended
the long-standing issues that
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the Seven Years War. Popular
with diplomats and bureaucrats, started the war in the first place.
This was especially true for
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it was not liked by the public.
bookmarks. Click on this symbol to the left
England and France. England was
in Adobe Acrobat:
left with massive debt and an expanded empire that now needed a
standing army to keep it.
It is a misconception that the colonies did not pay their “fair
share” for the war. The fact is the colonies did pay and provide
material support to the war effort in North America, though
amounts vary greatly. England’s debt was not for North America,
but for a world war.
England began taxing the North American colonies for two
reasons. First, English citizens that voted for Parliament did not
Get the Hightower Recorder!
want to pay more taxes.
Email the Editor, Kris Krueger
krisk96@gmail.com
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Message from Chapter President Tom Jones
I hope you and your family has been able to get through all the virus difficulties
that we have endured. It has been a real difficult time trying to avoid getting the
virus. I know of many people that have taken the test and got a positive reading.
Because of all of the those problems with the virus last month, we decided to
have our meeting in Zoom. It went off well.
However, I think things have improved and we can have our February meeting
at Granzins Bar-B-Q.
Especially since we will be holding the elective of our Chapter's officers for next year. I would
recommend that those who come to the meeting were a mask and keep the required distance. That is only a
suggestion.
Come to the meeting and give your thanks to our Compatriots that will be leading our Chapter in
2022-2023. Their positions are challenging as they lead us to fulfill our Compatriot obligations to our
Patriots. They are dedicated to uphold our Chapter Motto, " Patriotic, Historical and Educational".
I look forward to seeing you at the meeting.
Sincerely,
Tom

George Washington Birthday Proclamations!
It is time to recognize the Father of Our Country, President George Washington! William Hightower
Compatriots are busy right now working with cities and counties across Central Texas asking them to
recognize February 22 as President George Washington Day. The Chapter gets as many as a dozen
proclamations from the communities we serve.
This is a great activity to participate it. Compatriots arrange with City Councils and Commissioners
Courts to have a proclamation made. Then, we visit a meeting of the City Council or Commissioners Court
where the proclamation is read and President Washington is recognized. We are occasionally asked to say
a few words. Attending in Continental attire or jacket and tie are equally acceptable. The most important
part is to help keep the accomplishments of George Washington in everyone’s memory.
You can be a part of this tradition. Contact the George Washington Birthday Committee Chairman, Joe
Cox, at jandhcox@grandecom.net. Once the assignments are made, the members of the committee work
directly with the city or county. Joe can help you connect with the Compatriot you can participate with
based on where you would like to help. You can attend a meeting with fellow Compatriots or you can
contact your city or county to see if a proclamation is being made.
George Washington
“The turning points of lives are not
the great moments. The real crises
are often concealed in occurrences
so trivial in appearance that they
pass unobserved.”
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Hey Compatriot,
Got your Chapter shirt yet?
Yes! Great, hope to see you in it at our next meeting!
No? What are you waiting for? Contact Tom today.
Shirts get us recognized and support our
scholarships!

A Brief Essay of American Indian Roles in the American Revolutionary War
by Edward J. Blauvelt, MMH, MAAS, MAAM

As the American Revolution kicked off between the Colonists and the British, most nations watched
from the sidelines. However, with the colonies lived another group of people who knew the outcome of
this War, as the French and Indian War earlier, would profoundly affect their future. That group of people
was the indigenous people.
Most tribes viewed the War as a family dispute and sought to remain neutral throughout the
conflict. Others saw the War as an opportunity to have Britain reign in colonist expansionism resulting in
several tribes joining the British side. In the Declaration of Independence, the colonist listed their
grievances. One of these grievances was the Proclamation of 1763, which set aside lands west of the
Appalachian Mountains as Indian Territory and was not open to settlers. The colonist saw this as a British
Crown land grab.
The first American Indians to join the War were from the native community at Stockbridge,
Massachusetts. Tribal leaders sent seventeen men in 1775 to join the local Tory militiamen laying siege
against the American militia at Boston.
Next, the Wabanaki Confederacy joined the fray. The Confederacy was an alliance of five northern
tribes: the Penobscot, Maliseet, Passamaquoddy, Abenaki, and Micmac. Initially, the Confederacy was
reluctant to join the War. In July 1776, Massachusetts passed a resolution employing 500 Micmac and
Maliseet warriors into Continental service.
About a hundred Micmac, Maliseet, and Passamaquoddy men took an oath of allegiance to King
George. The British Crown flooded these Indians with goods to counter these conscriptions, causing the
tribes to split the Confederacy apart. On the other hand, the Penobscot served in the United States and
figured prominently in actions at Penobscot, Maine, in 1779, resulting in a dozen Pigwackets from western
Maine petitioning Massachusetts for permission to enlist.”
The Potawatomi, a tribe in the Great Lakes region, tried to remain neutral
in the Revolutionary War. The Potawatomi had been long-standing
trading partners and military allies with the French and fought in the
French and Indian War. In 1778, George Rogers Clark, a Virginia militia
officer, met with Siggenauk, a Potawatomi chief from Milwaukee, and
convinced him to join the American’s side in the Revolutionary War.
Finally, the Potawatomi sided with the Americans.
The Creek, a southern tribe, living in the Georgia, Alabama, Florida, and
North Carolina states and regions, never officially joined the war effort,
preferring instead to engage in cautious participation. Creek towns were
divided among the Lower Towns and Upper Towns, with each town
asserting its foreign policies, and these differences kept them for the most
part out of the War. However, the War allowed Creek warriors to trade
military services for goods, especially in 1780-81 during the Mobile and
Pensacola campaigns between Britain and Spain.
George Rogers Clark, portrait by The Iroquois Confederacy was an old British ally. The Iroquois
James Barton Longacre, 1825
Confederacy, also known as the Six Nations, was an alliance of six tribes in
New York and Canada: the Mohawks, Oneidas, Tuscarora, Onondagas, Cayuga, and Seneca.
Continued on next page
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However, when the War broke out, the Confederacy split in two. The
Onondagas, Cayuga, Seneca, and Mohawks sided with the British, while
the Tuscarora and the Oneida sided with the Americans. During the early
part of the War, many Iroquois towns in the Mohawk and Susquehanna
valleys were attacked by American troops in retaliation for siding with the
British.
On March 6, 1779, George Washington ordered Major General
Horatio Gates “to carry the war into the heart of the country of the six
nations; to cut off their settlements, destroy their next year’s crops, and do
them every other mischief of which time and circumstances will permit.”
On May 31, 1779, Washington wrote a letter to Major General John
Sullivan advising him how to carry out these orders against the Iroquois
Confederacy. Washington stated, “The expedition you are appointed to
command is to be directed against the hostile tribes of the six nations of
Indians, with their associates and adherents. The immediate objects are the
Thayendanegea, or Joseph Brant,
destruction and devastation of their settlements and the capture of as portrait by George Romney, 1776.
many prisoners of every age and sex as possible. It will be essential to ruin Brant was a Mohawk who fought
their crops now in the ground and prevent their planting more.” for the British during the War.
Washington went on to add that if the natives indicate they want peace, After the War, he became a leader
within the Iroquois, especially the
they must earn it. Washington further stated, “After you have very
Mohawk. He even negotiated
thoroughly completed the destruction of their settlements; if the Indians directly with President George
should show a disposition for peace, I would have you to encourage it, on Washington in Philadelphia and
condition that they will give some decisive evidence of their sincerity by King George III in London for his
delivering up some of the principal instigators of their past hostility into people.
our hands—Butler, Brandt, the most mischievous of the Tories that have joined them or any other they may
have in their power that we are interested to get into ours…”
In 1779, American Colonel Goose Van Schaick raided the Onondaga settlements, destroying their
crops and towns, slaughtering their livestock, and capturing 33 prisoners. Next, American General John
Sullivan led his campaign of destruction, known as the “Sullivan Expedition,” in the Iroquois country by
burning 40 towns, 160,000 bushels of corn and vegetables. These attacks were followed by American
General Daniel Brodhead’s forces attacking the western Iroquois towns, burning and plundering the
Seneca and Munsee towns on the Allegheny. The destruction in the Iroquois country was so great that
many Iroquois had to flee to Canada and subsist on British charity there.
As the War raged on, opposing sides of the Iroquois Confederacy began to turn on each other. The
tribes that sided with the Americans, such as the Oneida, suffered heavy retaliation from the pro-British
tribes of the Iroquois Confederacy. The decision of the Oneida to support the Americans split the Iroquois
Confederacy and eventually even broke the Oneida tribe itself apart.
On October 22, 1784, the Fort Stanwix Treaty formally brought the fighting between the Americans
the Iroquois Confederacy to an end, the Confederacy never fully recovered, and the tribes, whose political
ideals and the system gave birth to the American’s political system laid in ruins.
Endnotes
1. Isaac Makos, Roles of Native Americans during the Revolution, January 21, 2021, Updated April 13, 2021 access January 5,
2022 at
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/articles/roles-native-americans-during-revolution
2. Rebecca Beatrice Brooks, Native Americans in the Revolutionary War, November 15, 2018, access on January 21, 2021 at
https://historyofmassachusetts.org/native-americans-revolutionary-war
3. Colin G. Calloway, The American Revolution in Indian Country: Crisis and Diversity in Native American Communities,
Cambridge University Press, 1995.
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Two Treaties Shaped the American Revolution
Continued from page 1

Second, the colonies were the most untapped source for tax revenue, and they did not vote for members of
Parliament.
The Colonies had their own legislatures for practical reasons. Parliament was about two months
away by sail. Any issues took four months to resolve, two months to get the issue to England and two
months to get the answer back. England provided governors and other bureaucrats to represent the
Crown, but internal policy decisions were made by local legislatures elected by the colonists. This selfgovernance developed a sense for representation in all policy decisions. This was a problem for Parliament.
They did not need debates, they needed income.
In 1765, the Stamp Act arrived. It levied a tax on documents in the colonies. This was the first tax by
Parliament internal to the colonies. Protests erupted. The act was repealed, and Parliament was
embarrassed by the lack of control.
Parliament retaliated with the Townshend Acts in 1767, an effort to impose its will on the colonies.
Perhaps Parliament thought the Townshend Acts would put the colonies back in their place. The opposite
happened. Protests led to rioting and violence.
In 1768, the British Army occupied Boston to end the rioting and violence. This too backfired,
eventually leading to the Boston Massacre in 1770. Matters never improved and the Battle of Lexington and
Concord on April 19, 1775. The war was on.
The Treaty of Alliance
On February 6, 1778, the United States signed a treaty with France.
The treaty was favorable to the United States and belligerent to England.
France recognized the independence of the United States and added
several terms to the treaty.
The treaty guaranteed a military alliance if France and England
went to war with each other during the Revolution. France had its
excuse. The French informed England of the treaty on March 13, 1778.
England declared war four days later.
The treaty invited other countries to recognize our independence.
Spain, an old enemy from the Seven Years War, had been secretly
assisting the colonies in the war. Spain
now had its excuse to open hostilities with
England. It did in April 1779.
The treaty recognized the United States’
territorial sovereignty and trade and
commerce rights. This legitimized Benjamin Franklin, 1785, by Joseph
American efforts to conduct business and Duplessis. Already famous before
diplomacy across the globe without the War as a scientist, inventor, and
writer, and intellectual. As U.S. ComEngland.
missioner to France, he was instruThe treaty shifted the American mental in gaining French support,
Revolution from putting down a rebellion especially the Treaty of Alliance.
to a full-scale global war. French and
Spanish assistance brought military
assistance, supplies, equipment, arms, expanded battle fronts across the
globe, and direct support from the French Army. It also brought the French
The Treaty of Alliance gave the Navy, which would counter the British Navy. The Treaty of Alliance made it
U.S. French recognition and much harder for England.
ensured French military support
against the British

Continued on page 7
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Why Proclaim George!
by Stu Hoyt
(Editor’s Note: This article is reprinted from our February 2021 Hightower
Recorder. Stu’s recognition of the importance of George Washington stands
today just as much.)

My question is “Why proclaim George?” The answer is
beyond, “Why not?” As this country matures, we add more
and more history. Since history is just one subject that schools
should teach, how do we allot the time necessary to cover
almost 250 years or 400 if we go back to the first settlers. The
answer seems to be to eliminate the unnecessary but then we
have the question, “What is unnecessary?” Educators have
teams of people and even outside influence encouraging the
contents of our textbooks.
There is an expression that goes, “Out of sight, out of mind.” It
becomes a dangerous thought when it involves textbook
contents. Take George Washington for example. Ask the
average person, or a student, what is George Washington’s
birthday, let alone, who he was, and they are unable to answer.
I asked a group of Boy Scouts and their parents attending a city
council meeting in which a George Washington Proclamation
was being read. The closest that they could come was
February.
The Landsdowne Portrait by Gilbert Stuart, 1796. If you were listening, if this was taught when you went to
Stuart painted 3 copies. One has hung in the White school, you might remember February 22, 1732. Actually, he
House East Room since 1800.
was born on February 11, 1731 under the Julian calendar and it
was adjusted in 1752 when Britain and her colonies changed to the Gregorian calendar. Although his
birthday was celebrated each year he was President and for many years after his death, it did not become
an Act of Congress until 1879. In 1971, all that changed when the Uniformed Monday Holiday Act was
implemented creating “long weekends.” In February, the third Monday was the long weekend, which
folded both Lincoln and Washington into that holiday. Coincidently, neither the 12th nor the 22nd would
ever be included in that period. It was commercial advertising that labeled that weekend “Presidents Day.”
This was the beginning of George Washington, the “Father of our Nation,” becoming lost in
commercialism and lost to history. Is this the way we treat a man who gave over 35 years of his life to the
establishment of the greatest nation the world has ever known? I do not know that it was done
intentionally but that is what is happening. There are seven states presently which officially recognize
Washington’s Birthday. That is up three states from when I stated this campaign four years ago. Texas is
NOT one of those states. Texas has the largest society in the SAR and the largest George Washington’s
Parade, in Laredo, yet it does not recognize the birthday of the “Father of our Nation.”
George Washington was chosen as Commander-in-Chief over some very capable men, men with
more military experience than he had. He was given little support and even less backing. He started out
with 90-day recruits. It took almost four years to get enlistments up to three years. He had to pay his army
with worthless currency, borrow money from friends, beg states for soldiers and supplies, then fight his
top generals (appointed by Congress) because they all wanted his job.
Continued on page 9
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Chapter Presents EMS Commendation Medal
On January 11, 2022, the William Hightower Chapter presented the EMS Commendation Medal to
Blanco County EMS Chief Ben Oakley. The presentation was made by a delegation of Compatriots during
the Commissioners Court meeting in Johnson City. Chief Oakley’s nomination was provided to the
Chapter from Blanco County Judge Brett Bay. Judge Bay cited Chief Oakley’s years of dedicated service to
Blanco County, his management of Blanco County’s EMS services, and Chief Oakley’s leadership role as
the County’s Infectious Disease Control Officer during the COVID-19 Pandemic. You can see the
presentation on Blanco County’s YouTube broadcast at this link. It’s at the 17:30 mark.
As Judge Bay told us in his nomination,
[t]his medal is described as being for exceptional service and accomplishments. There are
thousands of examples that can be listed of Ben’s service and accomplishments in providing
emergent care in this county. However, even beyond emergent care, Ben has been instrumental in
tending to and supervising others that tend to the nonemergent care of our citizens. His patient
and competent manner has been experienced by far too many in our county, and those passing
through, to count. His compassion and humanity have never faded. Ben’s “bandwidth” is
exceeded by none. He is devoted to our County and seems to almost always be “on scene”. If all
of that weren’t enough, Ben even represents us as Chairman of the Board of the Capital Area
Trauma Regional Advisory Committee.
Special thanks go out to our own Blair and Candy Rudy. Blair
and Candy have been working to increase our presence in the Blanco
County area. Their diligence and efforts are paying off as they are
helping the Chapter find community leaders in need of recognition.
Congratulations to Chief Oakley and thank you for your
service to our community!

Chief Ben Oakley receiving the SAR’s EMS Commendation Medal.
From left to right: Blair Rudy, Kris Krueger, Chief Oakley, Blanco
County Judge Brett Bay, Eric Mowles, and Robert Duckworth. Photo
courtesy of Candy Rudy.
Two Treaties Shaped the American Revolution
Continued from page 5

Yorktown took advantage of the treaty’s benefits in 1781. The victory broke England’s back. It forced
a shift in power in Parliament and within months formal peace negotiations began.
The Treaty of Paris in 1763 opened an environment over twelve years that led to the American
Revolution. Once the war began, victory was never assured. The support of the French would cause
enough pressure for England to eventually cut its losses.

Get those Dues Paid for 2022!
Secretary of the Treasury Alexander Hamilton wants to make sure you take care of your
dues for 2022! Your dues help support our scholarship programs and keep the Chapter
running. You can pay safely online. Just go to https://www.txssar.org/dues.htm.
Help us accomplish our patriotic, educational, and historical missions of keeping the ideals
of the American Revolution that gave birth to this Great Nation alive!
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Happy Birthday to our Compatriots
And Remembering our Patriot Ancestors

HEAR YE! HEAR YE!
Compatriot Society Anniversaries
February

Happy Birthday, Compatriots
John C. Wommack, February
Russell L. Hooten, February
Kristopher Krueger, February 28

Joe B. Cox, Jr., 29 years
Steven R. Polk, 27 years
Stuart G. Hoyt, 11 years
Michael J. Pryor, 7 years
Rodney W. Young, 4 years
Joshua A. Carpio, 1 year

Remembering our Patriot Ancestors
John Lanning, ancestor of James W.
Lanning, born 02/27/1757
Morgan Cryer, Sr., ancestor of Claude T.
Parsons, born 02/22/1756

Thank you for your continued service to
our Society and your dedication to
promoting patriotism, preserving
American history, and promoting
education to future generations

From the Awards Committee...
The Sons of the American Revolution offers several recognitions you may qualify for. The Chapter is
unable to budget for these awards, but they can still be earned by qualifying Compatriots. They include a
medal or pin and a certificate. Here is a look at several awards you may qualify for.
1. War Service Medal. Awarded to Compatriots for honorable service with the Armed Forces or an ally
against a common enemy in a recognized war or action.
2. Military Service Medal. Awarded to Compatriots for military service that does not qualify for the War
Service Medal.
3. Bronze Good Citizenship Medal. Awarded to Compatriots for noteworthy achievements to their
community in at least 4 leadership capacities, or by some outstanding achievement in the community.
4. Service Awards. Lapel pins awarded for years of service to the SAR in 5-year increments, beginning
with 5 years. If you have an anniversary in one of these years, you qualify for a service award.
Please see Chapter Secretary Kris Krueger who can help you process the award and assist
with your recognition at a Chapter meeting.

Compatriot, You earned it!
Get Recognized Today!
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Why Proclaim George
Continued from page 6

During the period between the end of the war and the First Constitutional Convention, he
continually worked to make the national governing body stronger. James Madison even asked him to use
his name, influence, and backing to make the Constitutional Convention happen because they could not
get a quorum of states in the first attempt. When they actually formed, he was asked to preside over the
Convention.
If that was not enough, he was asked to serve as the
first President of the newly formed United States under the
Constitution, not only once but twice. During that time, he
established numerous precedents for the Office of
President, which have been carried on to the current
administration. Historians may find kinks in his armor, but
I am not sure if there is one of them that could do all that he
accomplished, and in that time period, and under the
conditions that this man did.
Is this the way we should treat a hero, a patriot, a
statesman? No, not in this great state! Don’t let the “naysayers” knock him down, step on his heritage, and tear him
from the pages of history. Do your part to get February 22
George Washington Takes the Oath of Office
recognized in Texas, as George Washington’s Birthday.
April 30, 1789
“These are the times that try men’s souls!”

SAR Awards to the Community
The William Hightower Chapter offers a number of community awards throughout the year.
Flag Certificate. The Flag Certificate is awarded to any individuals, companies, or government agencies
that fly the United States flag for patriotic purposes. It is not
awarded for flying the flag for advertising. Send your
nominations any time to our Flag Committee Chairman, Tom
Jones, at tomandbet@aol.com.
Public Service Awards. Five awards are available for public
service to our communities. The Heroism Medal, SAR Life Saving
Medal, Law Enforcement Commendation Medal, Fire Safety
Commendation Medal, EMS Commendation Medal, and the
Bronze Good Citizenship Medal are available to qualifying
individuals. Send your nominations any time to our Public Service
Awards Chairman, Will Moravits, at sushathrill2000@yahoo.com.
SAR Flag Certificate
Left to Right: Heroism Medal, SAR
Life Saving Medal, Law
Enforcement Commendation
Medal, Fire Safety Commendation
Medal, EMS Commendation
Medal
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February in the William Hightower Chapter
Sun

Mon

6

7

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

8

9

10

11

12

French
Alliance
13

Chapter
Meeting
14

20
21
Financier of
President’s
the Revolution
Day

15

16

17

18

19

22

23

24

25

26

Baron von
Steuben

Vincennes

27
28
Moores Creek
Bridge

Happening this Month
February 10: Chapter Meeting, Granzins BBQ, New Braunfels, Social Hour: 5:30 p.m., Business: 6:30 p.m.

Historical Anniversaries
February 1778: Rhode Island Assembly enacts temporary law granting freedom to slaves who enlist in the
predominately African American First Rhode Island regiment
February 6, 1778: French Alliance treaties signed in Europe.
February 10, 1763: Treaty of Paris ends Seven Year’s War (French and Indian War).
February 20, 1781: Congress appoints Robert Morris, “The Financier of the Revolution” as Superintendent
of Finances. During trying financial period, Morris astutely manipulates accounts to keep the war effort
funded
February 23, 1778: Former Prussian officer Baron von Steuben arrives at Valley Forge to begin training
program
February 25, 1779: George Rogers Clark recaptures Vincennes
February 27, 1776: Patriots defeat a loyalist force at Battle of Moores Creek Bridge near Wilmington, North
Carolina
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March in the William Hightower Chapter
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

Articles of
Confederation
6

7

8

Boston
Massacre
9

10

11

12

18

19

25

26

Chapter
Meeting
13

14

15

16

17

Guilford
Courthouse
20

21

22

British evacuate
Boston

23

24

30

31

Stamp Act
27

28

29

“Remember the
Ladies”

Siege of Boston

TXSSAR State Convention

Happening this Month
March 10: Chapter Meeting, Granzins BBQ, New Braunfels, Social Hour: 5:30 p.m., Business: 6:30 p.m.
March 31-April 3: TXSSAR State Convention, Richardson, Texas

Historical Anniversaries
March 1, 1781: States formally ratify the Articles of Confederation
March 5, 1770: Boston Massacre
March 15, 1781: Battle of Guilford Courthouse, North Carolina
March 17, 1776: British evacuate Boston after American siege
March 22, 1765: Stamp Act places tax on printed matter and legal documents
March 29, 1780: Siege of Charleston begins
March 31, 1776: Abigail Adams issues historic plea for women’s rights, urging her husband, John to
“remember the ladies” as Congress drafts new laws
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William Hightower Chapter Leadership
2021-2022
Officers
President Tom Jones
Vice President Ed Blauvelt
Secretary Kris Krueger
Treasurer Stan Trull
Registrar Robert Duckworth
Chaplain Don Chandler
Historian Open
Parliamentarian Joe Cox
Sergeant at Arms Robert Duckworth
Past President Steve Polk
Webmaster Will Moravits
Newsletter Editor Kris Krueger

Committee Chairs
Color Guard: Blair Rudy
Flag Awards: Tom Jones
Finance & Budget: Stan Trull
Fund Raising: Steve Polk
George Washington Proclamations: Joe Cox
Grave Marking: Open
Medals, Awards & Citations: Kris Krueger
Public Events: Patrick Hollis
Public Service Awards: Will Moravits
Publicity & Media: Will Moravits
ROTC & CAP: Tom Jones
Scouting: Kris Krueger
Youth Awards & Contests: Will Moravits
About Us

The William Hightower Chapter is the New Braunfels-based chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution. We are
a male genealogical society dedicated to promoting patriotism, preserving American history, and promoting
education to our future generations. Please feel free to join us the 2nd Thursday of each month September through
May at Granzin Bar-B-Q, 660 West San Antonio Street, New Braunfels. Social hour begins at 5:30 p.m. and business
at 6:30 p.m. Come join us for social hour at 5:30 p.m.!
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