
Eight	on	the	Eighth	and	in	PH	by	Stu	Hoyt	
	
The	average	age	of	chapter	members	in	the	SAR	Chapters	is	slowly	creeping	up	to	
the	point	where	the	Society	may	become	extinct.	An	incentive	of	the	society	is	to	
recruit	not	only	new	but	younger	members.	Many	of	us	have	sons	and	grandsons	but	
encouraging	interest	is	like	pulling	teeth.	For	some	reason	young	people	just	can’t	
get	excited	about	sitting	around	talking	to	old	people.	
	
When	I	was	a	boy	the	place	to	be	was	the	barbershop	where	young	people	could	
sneak	in	behind	a	comic	book	and	hear	all	kinds	of	old	tales	and	war	stories.	Today,	
Sports	Clips	is	not	the	same	and	young	folks	interest	is	more	than	a	generation	gap	
away.	
	
On	the	8th	of	October,	young	Harry	Tooke	turned	8	years	old.	One	of	his	presents	
was	to	be	inducted	into	the	Patrick	Henry	Chapter	of	the	Texas	Society,	Sons	of	the	
American	Revolution.	It	didn’t	hurt	that	his	dad	was	the	President	of	the	Chapter.	
Four	members	of	the	SAR	crashed	the	party	to	induct	young	Harry	into	the	TX	SAR.	
From	left	to	right	are:	Wayne	Courreges,	(acting	Historian),	Ken	Tooke,	President,	
Harry	Tooke	(just	turned	eight),	Jim	Clements,	State	Secretary	(and	acting	
Registrar),	all	from	the	Patrick	Henry	Chapter,	and	witnessed	by	Stu	Hoyt	of	the	
William	Hightower	Chapter	and	a	dual	member	of	the	PHC.	Interestingly	enough	the	
guy	on	the	right	is	eight,	two.	
	

	


